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From the Principal, Ron Gonser 

Dear Parents, 

October already!!!     

Overall I think we’re off to a fantastic start at Fulton School this year. We 

have an excellent group of students who are excited about being here and 

ready to learn. It is evident that the students and teachers have spent 

time discussing classroom routines and school-wide procedures. As I walk 

through the hallways and into classrooms, I am impressed at how quiet 

the school is and by the teaching and learning that is already taking place 

at Fulton. I think we will have a fantastic year ahead of us.  We continue 

to encourage parents to stay involved with your child’s academic learning; 

your partnership is greatly appreciated.  I believe that community involve-

ment is an integral component in making Fulton the excellent school that 

it is. 

The procedures and daily activities of your child’s classroom should be  

familiar and comfortable to them by this time in the school year. If your 

child is still experiencing anxiety or any type of concerns, please contact 

your child’s teacher. You are welcome to also include me on those types of 

communications. We will be happy to visit with you on the phone or to 

schedule a meeting to talk together regarding ideas to help your child or 

the situation. Please don’t ever hesitate to contact us – we want to help.  

During the past few weeks students participated in a series of assessments 

(MAP) that will help us establish a baseline for their knowledge in reading 

and math. This benchmark information will be utilized as one means to 

guide our instruction and also as we look at some students who may re-

quire some more support. Finally, the fall season is upon us which means 

that our weather will vary from day to day, from the morning to afternoon.  

Please keep this in mind as you send your children to school to make sure 

that they are appropriately dressed for recess and dismissal time.   

Thank you, 

Ron Gonser 

Principal 

OCTOBER  2016 

Fulton Newsletter to Parents 
OCTOBER 
DATES TO  

REMEMBER 
 
10/4 Book Mobile 6:00—
6:45PM 
 
10/7—SIP Day—NO 
SCHOOL 
 
10/10—Columbus Day NO 
SCHOOL 
 
10/11—Entry forms due for 
“Storybook Pumpkins” 
 
10/17—1021 Book Fair 
Week   
 
10/20 BOOK FAIR HOURS 
5:30—7:30PM 
 
10/20 Family Reading 
Night 5:30—7:00PM 
 
10/25 Book Mobile  
6—6:45PM  
 
10/26 PTO MEETING 
4:30—5:30PM 
  
10/31—Fall Festival 
Parade starting at 2:10PM 
(weather permitting) 

 



 

Starting October 3, 2016 

Monday and Wednesday from 9-11 AM 

At Zion Center on 171
st
 Street 

Call CARMEN for more information 

@ 614-4547 

 

Clases GRATIS de Inglés para adultos  

Comenzando 03 de octubre, 2016 

Los lunes y miércoles 9 a 11 de la mañana 

En la iglesia de Zión en la calle 171 

Llame Carmen para más información 

@ 614-4547 

 

 فصول مجانية لتعليم اللغة االنجليزية للكبار

 

ابتداء من اليوم الخامس من شهر اكتوبر، كل اثنين و كل اربعاء من الساعة التاسعة و حَتى 

.171الحادية عشر صباحاَ في مركز زيون على شارع   

707-415-5457الرجاء اإلتصال ب كارمن فورد للمزيد من المعلومات   

FREE Adult English Classes 



  

Book Fair Dates: October 17—October 21st 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10/20/2016     FAMILY READING NIGHT 5:30—7:00P.M. 

 

 

 

 

Spider Challenge 
 

 

 

 

 

Please come join us for our annual Spider Challenge! Spider Challenge will be set-

up in the gym on Thursday, October 20
th

 during the book fair from 5:30-6:30. 

This obstacle course is fun for the whole family, so don’t miss out! 



 

 

 



 

Fulton Drop-Off & Pick-Up Procedures for Car Riders 

 

On pages 26 and 27 in the Student/Parent Handbook, the Drop-Off & Pick-Up Procedures 

are explained as follows: Congestion around school buildings is a tremendous safety issue.  

Drivers should be mindful of designated drop off and pick up areas, and to obey the traffic 

flow patterns put in place at each building. For students safety reasons, only Busses are al-

lowed in the circle drive behind the building during regular school day hours. If a parent 

wants to park behind Fulton, the designated area is in the parking lot east of the Bulldogs’ 

building. After parking, parents must walk with their child on the sidewalk to the school 

entrance. It is not safe for children to be walking through a parking lot on their own Stu-

dents SHOULD BE dropped off in the front of the building along 171st Street and should 

walk on the sidewalk into the school. There are many staff members to make sure  every-

one is safe.  Students should be dropped off between the hours of 8:30 and prior to the  

tardy bell at 8:45 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: 

Students who should not ride the bus home on a particular day need a writ-

ten note or phone call from the parent by 1:00 p.m. as stated in the Student/

Parent Handbook on page 26. 

  

 

 

PICTURE RE-TAKE DAY IS SCHEDULED FOR 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18th.  

 

CELL   PHONE    

USAGE   IS    

ILLEGAL  



 

FIRST GRADE 

First graders have been learning about schema in reading.  Schema is what you already know about a story 
or topic or what the story reminds you of.  Making connection to yourself, other books , or the world helps 
with reading comprehension.  Please remember to read nightly and to talk about the stories being read to 
check for your child’s understanding. 

In math we have been working with identifying, sorting,  and writing numbers to 120.  We have been 
counting on and back from various numbers. 

Our social studies unit has been on rules and the reason behind the rules.  We will begin our new science 
unit on the sun this month.  

  

SECOND GRADE 

Second Graders  In Math the students will add three-digit numbers with and without regrouping up to 

1,000.   They will continue to fluently add and subtract within 20 using mental strategies and solve 

one and two step word problems. 

In the area of Literacy we will continue to describe how characters in a story respond to major 

events and challenges.  We will also discuss the overall structure of a story including describing how 

the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.  

THIRD GRADE  

In literacy, students are reading a variety of fiction stories and identifying narrative elements, including char-

acters, setting, and plot.  Students will be asked to describe traits of characters in a story and find text evi-

dence to support their claims.  As students compose personal narratives in writing, they will be encouraged 

to incorporate descriptive details and sensory words.  

Students are exploring concepts of motion in science.  They are engaged in learning activities to an-

swer questions such as: “What is motion?”, “How does force affect motion?”, and “What is gravity?”. 

In math, students are creating and interpreting picture and bar graphs.  They are solving one and 

two step problems, and answering how many more and how many less questions.  Students will be intro-

duced to the concept of area by counting square units. 
 

FOURTH GRADE  

Happy Fall!  We are wrapping up Social Studies chapter 2 Exploring Regions in the United 
States.   This month 4

th
grade will be exploring our interactive science materials.  In math, we are 

finishing our unit on place value.  We are moving into addition and subtraction algorithms.  All 
4

th
 graders have their AR goals set.  They must make their goals by October 28

th
, which is the end 

of the quarter.  Keep up that great reading!   

 

Grade Level News 

  



 

  

 

FIFTH GRADE 

 

Grade Level News 

  



Notes from the Nurse. 

 

  

 

      

Vision and Hearing Screenings 

 

Vision and hearing screening are conducted annually as mandated by the Illinois Department of Public Health in the grades 
listed below.  Screening at Fulton will be conducted during the months of October and November.  Any child who does not pass the 
initial screening is rescreened within two weeks to rule out all of the variables that may interfere with testing such as ear infections, 
allergies, misunderstanding the instructions,  just to name a few.  Students who do not pass a second screening will receive a referral. 
Should you receive a referral, we ask that you follow through with the appropriate doctor promptly and forward the results to the health 
office. 

Vision and hearing screenings are not a substitute for a complete vision evaluation by an eye doctor or an ear exam by a 
physician and an audio logical evaluation by an audiologist.  Your child is not required to undergo these screenings at school if eye 
and ear evaluations have been administered within the previous 12 months and the reports are on file at school.  If a vision examina-
tion report or an audiogram is not on file at school, your child will be screened at the mandated age/grade/group. 

        Vision Screening           Hearing Screening 

* All Pre-School children (3 yrs. & older)     * All Pre-School children (3 yrs. & older)   
* Kindergarten, 2nd and 8th grade    * Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade 

       * At all grade levels - Teacher referrals,                   * At all grade levels – teacher referrals, 
            transfer-in students, and all                                                 transfer-in students, and all                                                   
            special education students                                                  special education students  
  

 

Facts about Influenza and the Flu Vaccine 

Influenza (the flu) is an infection of the nose, throat and lungs caused by influenza viruses. Symptoms can include fever, 

cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, chills, fatigue and sometimes vomiting and diarrhea.  While the se-

verity of flu illness may vary, and can be serious to otherwise healthy individuals, it can be especially dangerous for young children 

and children of any age with an underlying health conditions. 

To protect against the flu, the first and most important thing you can do is to get an annual flu vaccine for yourself 

and your children (aged 6 months and older). A new flu vaccine is made each year to protect against the three flu viruses that re-

search indicates are most likely to cause illness during the next “flu season”.  In the United States flu season can occur as early as 

October and can last as late as May. 

In addition to getting vaccinated, here are some other ways to protect against the flu: 

Always cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it.  

 Stay away from people who are sick.  

 Wash hands often with soap and warm water. If not available, use alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

Keep your child home from school and day care when sick. Keep him home for at least 24 hours after fever is gone, 

without the use of a fever-reducing medicine.  Adults should stay home from work. 

If someone in the household is sick, try to keep that person away from others. Have her use her own     hand- towel, 

utensils and drinking cup. 

Keep surfaces and toys clean by wiping them down and disinfecting according to product label directions. 

Call your family doctor or pediatrician to schedule an appointment for your annual flu vaccine today. Children who 

are uninsured or underinsured may get a flu shot at the next Orland Township vaccination clinic (SEE THE ORLAND PARK FLYER 

ATTACHED IN THIS NEWSLETTER)  Call 403-4222  for  detailed  information about the clinic  and eligibility requirements. A nominal 

fee may be charged for non-residents. 



  

 

 

 

 

FALL FESTIVAL DAY AT FULTON— Monday, October 31st! 

  Monday, October 31st will be our Fall Festival Day at Fulton School.  There will be more information to 
follow. 

 Students in Kindergarten will have their own activities and parents will receive the in-
formation from the classroom teacher.   

 

District 146 is participating in International Walk to School Day on 
Wednesday, October 5th.  This is an opportunity to concentrate on 
living well.  Students will be participating in a neighborhood walk 
during their physical education classes. We strongly encourage  

students to walk or ride their bike to school on this day and many 
other days.                  

Parents, you can too!  

 

 



  

Student Council News: 

 

Student Council is kicking off the year with Red Ribbon Week.  Red Ribbon Week is a nationwide pro-
gram that promotes being drug free. Please show your support by participating in the following events.  

 

Mon. 10/24  is Red Day- Wear Red to show you respect yourself and will be drug free. 

 

Tues. 10/25 is Silly Hair Day- don’t make silly mistakes. Don’t do drugs . 

 

Wed. 10/26 is Art Day- Draw yourself away from drugs.  

 

Thurs. 10/27 is Sports Day- Be a good sport and don’t do drugs.  

 

Fri. 10/28 is Spirit Day- Show your school pride and wear blue and white.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD SERVICE SUBS NEEDED:  District 146 is looking for a couple of people who 
are available in the morning and early afternoon (7:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.), to work 
on an as-needed basis as food service substitutes in our schools.  Training will be 
provided.  Previous experience in the food service industry is helpful but not 
necessary.  Anyone interested should pick up a substitute application at the 
District Administration Center, 6611 W. 171

st
 St. in Tinley Park. 



  

 

  This month in Art!  

 

1st Grade – We just finished our color books and we learned how to upload pictures of our artwork to our 
online gallery, Artsonia!  Color is the inspiration for our next few projects. First we will focus on our primary 
colors and using horizontal and vertical lines like Piet Mondrian. Then we will look at how color can represent 
temperatures.   

2nd Grade – Our color wheel pizzas look scrumptious! Ask your student to explain why we put different top-
pings on each color! We also learned how to upload pictures of our artwork to our online gallery, Artsonia. 
Next, we will be focusing on the geometric and organic lines and shapes in the work of Kandinsky! We will be 
creating a picture in with his style of painting. 

3rd Grade – Third graders are experts on mixing colors. We learned all about how the primary and secondary 
colors make the intermediate colors! Next we will learn to add pictures of our Artwork to our digital portfoli-
os!  After that,  we will be ready to move on to our Georgia O’Keeffe flowers.  We are going to practice draw-
ing flowers from observation first.  Then we will use chalk pastels to create complementary color schemes in 
our drawings. 

4th Grade – We are finishing our silhouette paintings where we worked on creating different values using one 
color of paint.  After starting our digital portfolios, we will take a look at the Op-Art movement, particularly 
the work of Bridget Riley.  We are going to use our knowledge of value to create a drawing with the illusion 
of being 3-dimensional! 

5th Grade – We have just wrapped up our Notan projects, where we focused on the the contrast of positive 
and negative space.  We added our artwork to our digital portfolios and next we will focus on radial sym-
metry as we create our own Buddhist inspired mandalas! 

Notes from Mr. McLaughlin & Mrs. Terdich: The fall Creative Expressions Show is fast approaching! 
 This year’s theme is “Once Upon a Time...” so be creative, and dream big!  Entries are due by Octo-
ber 21, 2016.  Please see the entry form for additional rules.  If you have any questions, please con-
tact Mr. McLaughlin: dmclaughlin@district146.org or Mrs. Terdich: bterdich@district146.org.  We 
are looking forward to seeing all of your amazing artwork! 

Artsonia is our digital portfolio app of choice this year. Our students can get the most out of this app 
if their parents give permission. If you have not yet, please go to Artsonia.com, click the Parents tab. 
After you enter our classroom code (DHMR-SMWT) search for your student, provide an email, and 
you’ll be finished! It’s quick, and it will give you access to our Online School Gallery! Thank you all! 

mailto:dmclaughlin@district146.org
mailto:bwine@district146.org





